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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This is in response to the Request for Continued Examination (paper # 24) and 
Amendment B (paper # 25) filed on 9/30/2003. Claims 1-21 are presented for 
examination. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
MacNaughton et al US pat. No.5,796,393 in view of Paul US pat. No.5,999,932. 

As to claim 1 , MacNaughton discloses a method performed by a server (18 fig. I) for 
accessing incentives in a network, comprising: 

receiving an access request froth a device associated with a user and connected 
to the network and transmitting identifying information of at least one of the subscriber 
identification and a server identification (i.e., each community is identified by a text 
name and an identification number and has an associated port number through a 
interaction between a Community Client and a server, see col. 9 lines 1-41) 
corresponding to the access request to a host (see abstract, fig. 1 , col. 3 line 8 to col.4 
line 32 and col .5 line 1 3 to col .6 line 24); 
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receiving incentive information from the host reflecting available incentives 
corresponding to the identifying information, and transmitting a network document, 
including the incentive information of at least one of the subscriber identification and a 
server identification (i.e., each community is identified by a text name and an 
identification number and has an associated port number through a interaction between 
a Community Client and a server, see col.9 lines 1-41 ), to the device associated with 
the user in response to the access request (see col .6 line 25 to col .7 line 61 and col. 8 
lines 10-65). 

MacNaughton does not specifically disclose the identifying information to filter the 
available incentives based on an exclusion or inclusion list. However, Paul discloses a 
filter using inclusion and inclusion list (see abstract, figs.1 , 6, col. 3 line 20 to col.4 line 
27 and col. 8 line 1 7 to col.9 line 67). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Paul's teachings into the 
computer system of MacNaughton to eliminate unsolicited information because it would 
have enabled users to eliminate unwanted messages or data information (see Paul's 
col.2 lines 2-48). 

As to claim 2, MacNaughton discloses receiving a request for a document stored at 
least in part on the server (see col .6 line 25 to col .7 line 61 ). 

As to claim 3, MacNaughton discloses determining whether an indication exists that the 
user subscribes to receive information of at least one of the subscriber identification and 
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a server identification associated with available incentives (see co1.7 line 14 to col .8 
line 65 and col.9 lines 1-41). 

As to claim 4, MacNaughton discloses determining whether an indication exists that the 
user subscribes to receive information of at least one of the subscriber identification and 
a server identification associated with available incentives, includes: transmitting a 
subscriber request to the device associated the user; and receiving a response from the 
device associated with the user, including a subscriber identification (i.e., user ID 
memberships, see col .8 line 1 0 to col.9 line 41 ). 

As to claim 5, MacNaughton discloses transmitting a subscriber identification 
corresponding to the device associated with the user to the host and a server 
identification corresponding to the server (login IDs, see fig. 2, co1.8 line 10 to co1.10 
line 67 and col. 11 line 13 to col. 12 line 41). 

As to claim 6, MacNaughton discloses receiving incentive information reflecting a 
selection of incentives based on at least one of the subscriber identification and the 
server identification (see fig. 2, co1.8 line 10 to col. 10 line 67 and col. 1 1 line 13 to co1.12 
line 41). 

As to claim 7, MacNaughton discloses transmitting a subscriber identification 
corresponding to the device associated with the user to the host (see fig.2, col .8 line 10 
to col .10 line 67 and col.1 1 line 13 to col. 12 line 41). 

As to claim 8, MacNaughton discloses a computer-implemented method for accessing 
incentives in a network, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/251 ,480 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2155 

transmitting an access request to access a server in the network, receiving a 
subscriber request for a subscriber identification associated with the access request see 
abstract (see fig. 1, col.3 line 8 to co1.4 line 32 and co1.5 line 13 to col.6 line 24, fig.2, 
col.8 line 10 to col. 10 line 67 and col. I 1 line 13 to co1.12 line 41). 

transmitting the subscriber identification to the server and receiving, in response 
to the access request, incentive information reflecting available incentives 
corresponding to the subscriber B), wherein the server provides the subscriber 
identification to a host that selects and transmits the incentive information to the server 
based on at least on the subscriber identification (i.e., each community is identified by a 
text name and an identification number and has an associated port number through a 
interaction between a Community Client and a server, see flg.2, col.8 line 10 to col .10 
line 67 and col.1 I line 13 to col. 12 line 41). 

MacNaughton does not specifically disclose the identifying information to filter the 
available incentives based on an exclusion or inclusion list. However, Paul discloses a 
filter using inclusion and inclusion list (see abstract, figs. 1 , 6, col.3 line 20 to col.4 line 
27 and col.8 line 17 to col. 9 line 67). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Paul's teachings into the 
computer system of MacNaughton to eliminate unsolicited information because it would 
have enabled users to eliminate unwanted messages or data information (see Paul's 
col.2 lines 2-48). 
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As to claim 9, MacNaughton discloses providing a browser enabling a user to formulate 
and transmit the access request (see col .5 lines 14-67). 
As to claim 10, MacNaughton discloses receiving selected incentive information 
reflecting a server identification associated with the server, wherein the server provides 
the server m to the host for selection of the incentive information (see col .7 line 48 to 
co1.9 line 27, co1.10 lines 12-67 and col. 11 lines 13-51). 

Claims 1 1-20 are rejected for the same reasons set forth in claims 1-10 respectively. 
As to claim 21 , MacNaughton discloses a system for distributing information in a 
network, comprising: 

a host server (18 fig. I) having at least one of an incentive distribution module and 
an account creation module accessible to a plurality of subscribers, a plurality of 
network servers (24, 28, 32 fig. I) coupled to and selectively accessible to the host 
server for providing identification of on at least on the subscriber identification and 
server identification to the host (i.e., each community is identified by a text name and an 
identification number and has an associated port number through a interaction between 
a Community Client and a server receiving data corresponding to subscribers, see 
abstract, fig. 1, co1.3 line 8 to co1.4 line 32, co1.5 line 13 to co1.6 line 24 and col. 9 lines 
1-41). 

at least one client machine coupled to and selectively accessible to at least one 
of the network servers for accessing network documents, wherein when at least one 
subscriber causes the client machine to access one of the network servers, the 
accessed network server communicates with the host server to obtain data 
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corresponding to the subscriber for presentation to the at least one subscriber, and 
wherein the at least one client machine is adapted to present from the host for at least 
one (see col.6 line 25 to coL7 line 61, co1.8 lines 10-65 col.8 line 10 to co1.10 line 67 
and coLI I line 13toco1.12 line 41). 

MacNaughton does not specifically disclose the identifying information to filter the 
available incentives based on an exclusion or inclusion list. However, Paul discloses a 
filter using inclusion and inclusion list (see abstract, figs.1, 6, col. 3 line 20 to col.4 line 
27 and col.8 line 17 to col. 9 line 67). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement Paul's teachings into the 
computer system of MacNaughton to eliminate unsolicited information because it would 
have enabled users to eliminate unwanted messages or data information (see Paul's 
col.2 lines 2-48). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Claims 1-21 are rejected. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8528. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 
A.m. to 4:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam Hosain, can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for 
this group is (703) 872-9306. 

A shortened statutory period for reply is set to expire THREE months from the 
mailing date of this communication. Failure to response within the period for response 
will cause the application to become abandoned (35 U.S. C . Sect 133). Extensions of 
time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 136(A). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305 -9600. 



Khanh Dinh W^w^ 

Patent Examiner HOSAIN ALAM 
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